COMMUNITY COLLEGE BACCALAUREATE NURSING PILOT PROGRAMS

FACT SHEET

· Community colleges can help meet the critical need for baccalaureate prepared registered nurses in California.

· Community college campuses serve as a cost-effective educational alterative for baccalaureate nursing education.

· The Board of Registered Nursing requires the same educational qualifications for nursing faculty in community college and BSN programs.

· Local community college campuses permit increased student access to baccalaureate nursing education, including underserved and underrepresented students, who have greater financial and transportation needs.

· Local community college campuses facilitate a seamless educational pathway that allows students to reach their educational goal of a baccalaureate degree in nursing in the shortest time.

· The CC BSN programs provide graduates access to job opportunities in the local community that require baccalaureate prepared nurses.

· The BSN degree conferred by community colleges is equivalent to the degree conferred by four-year college programs.

· The BSN allows the community college registered nurse immediate access to graduate school.

· The CC BSN programs ensure a larger pool of applicants for faculty positions.

· In 2009, 82 Associae Degree in Nursing (AND) programs graduated over 6672 RNs, 32 Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) programs graduated 2531 RNs, and 16 Entry Level Masters in Nursing (ELM) programs graduated 725RNs.
· The 3:1 ratio (82:32) of 2 year (82) to 4-year nursing programs (32) and the CSU budget and enrollment cuts makes it impossible for the CSU nursing programs to meet the demand for associate degree RNs seeking BSN degrees each year.
· The CSU nursing faculty are not sufficient in numbers to meet the demand for increased numbers of RNs seeking BSN degrees.

· Four –year college fees are much higher than the community college fees.

· The articulation and transfer problems are eliminated to four –year colleges that have different pre-requisites, graduation requirements, curriculums or transfer requirements.

· Time to BSN degree is reduced when students can complete the program at the local community college campus.

· Financial costs transfer and articulation disparities and travel time are reduced when the BSN is completed at one campus.

· California will have an increased supply of baccalaureate prepared nurses to meet the higher acuity of patients in the hospital and community if 82 CC nursing programs gradute over 7,000 BSN nurses each year.
